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PROCEEDINGS 



AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 

Vol. V. JULY, 1851— FEBRUARY, 1852. No. 47. 

Special Meeting, July 14. 

Present, five members. 

Dr. Franklin Bache, Vice-President, in the Chair. 

The presiding officer announced the death of Benjamin W. 
Richards, Esq. Treasurer of the Society, which occurred on 
the 13th inst. in the fifty-third year of his age, and stated that 
he had called this special meeting in consequence thereof. 

Whereupon, after some remarks by Judge Kane on the pub- 
lic and private life and virtues of the deceased, the following 
resolutions were proposed by him and unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, 1. That the members will attend the funeral as mourners. 

2. That a member be appointed to prepare a notice of the life and 
character of Mr. Richards, the late Treasurer of this Society. 

3. That the members tender their sympathy and condolence to the 
family of the deceased, and that the Secretary be instructed to com- 
municate to them a copy of these proceedings. 

Judge Kane was appointed, under the second resolution, to 
prepare an obituary notice of Mr. Richards. 



Stated Meeting, July 1 8. 

Present, twelve members. 

Dr. Franklin Bache, Vice-President, in the Chair. 

Letters were read: — 

From the Imperial Society of Naturalists of Moscow, dated 
Moscow, 18th — 30th April, 26th September, and 8th October, 
1850, announcing donations to this Society: — 
vol.. v. — 2 r. 
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From the Smithsonian Institution, dated Washington, July 
16, 1S51, returning acknowledgment for No. 46 of the Pro- 
ceedings of this Society: and — 

From Charles K. Dillaway, for the Publication Committee 
of the Boston Society of Natural History, dated Boston, July 
12, 1851, accompanying a portion of the Proceedings of that 
Society, which had not been previously received. 

The following donations were announced: — 

FOR THE LIBRARY. 

Quarterly Journal of the Geological Society. Vol. VIII. No. 26. 
May 1, 1851. London. 8vo. — From the Society. 

Proceedings of the Linnean Society of London. Nos. XXXV. to 
XLI1I. (Nov. 7, 1948, to June 18, 1850), with the title page and 
Index to Vol. I. and a List of Members of the Society for 1850. 
London. 8vo. — From the Society. 

Proceedings of the Geological and Polytechnic Society of the West 
Riding of Yorkshire. 1850. Leeds. 8vo. — From the Society. 

Thirtieth Report of the Council of the Leeds Philosophical and Li- 
terary Society, at the close of the session, 1849-50. Leeds. 
8vo. — From the Society. 

Bulletin de la Societe Imperiale des Naturalistes de Moscou. No. 4 
de 1849, et Nos. 1, 2, de 1850. Moscow. 8vo. — From the 
Society. 

Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge. Vol. II. Washington, 
1K51. 4to. — From the Smithsonian Institution. 

Experimental Researches in Electricity. 24th, 25th, 26th and 27th 
Series. By Michael Faraday, Esq. D.C.L. F.R.S. London. 4to. 
(Phil. Trans. Part 1, for 1851).— From the Author. 

The African Repository. Vol. XXVII. Nos. 6 and 7. June and 
July, 1851. Washington. 8vo. — From the American Coloni- 
zation Society. 

Elements of Latin Pronunciation, for the use of Students in Language, 
Law, Medicine, Zoology, Botany, and the Sciences generally, in 
which Latin words are used. By S. S. Haldeman, A.M. Profes- 
sor of Natural History in the University of Pennsylvania. Phila- 
delphia, 1851. 8vo. — From the Author. 

Relation of the Chemical Constitution of Bodies to Taste. By Prof. 
E. N. Horsford, of Harvard College. 8vo. — From the Author. 

The American Journal of the Medical Sciences. No. XLIII. New 



213 

Series. July, 1851. Philadelphia. 8vo. — From Isaac Hays, 
M.D., Editor. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. IX. No. 103. July, 1851. 
Philadelphia. 8vo. — From Blanchard df Lea. 

A Collection of Pamphlets, 173 in number, embracing Public Docu- 
ments of the State of Massachusetts, the cities of Boston, Rox- 
bury and Lowell, the towns of Concord and Dorchester; Reports 
of the Massachusetts General Hospital, the State Lunatic Hospital 
at Worcester, the American Asylum at Hartford, &c. &c. with a 
variety of others on different subjects. — From Dr. Edward 
Jarvis. 

Documents Relating to the Manufacture of Iron in Pennsylvania. 
Published on behalf of the Convention of Iron Masters which met 
in Philadelphia the SiOth December, 1849. Philadelphia, 1850. 
8vo. — From Charles E. Smith, Esq. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. IV. No. 1. July, 
1851. Philadelphia. 8vo. — From F. G. Skinner, Esq. Editor. 

Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. XI. No. 
7. May 9, 1851. London. 8vo. — From the Society. 

Astronomical Observations made during the Year 1846, at the Na- 
tional Observatory, Washington; under the direction of M. F. 
Maury, Lieut. U. S. Navy, Superintendent ; Commodore L. War- 
rington, Chief of Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography. Vol. 
II. Washington, 1851. 4to. — From the Observatory. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XXII. No. 1. 
July, 1851. Philadelphia. 8vo. — From the Institute. 

Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History. Vol. II. from 
page 137 to end: Vol. III. complete: Vol. IV. page 1 to 16. 
Boston. 8vo. — From the Society. 

Judge Kane, pursuant to appointment at the special meeting 
held 14th inst, read an obituary notice of B. W. Richards, Esq. 
late Treasurer of the Society. 

The stated business of the meeting, the balloting for new 
members, was necessarily postponed, in consequence of there 
not being the requisite quorum present. 

Mr. Trego, on the part of the Reporter, laid on the table 
No. 46 of the Proceedings of the Society, recently published. 

On motion, it was resolved, that the Society will, at its next 
meeting, proceed to elect a Treasurer in the place of Mr. 
Richards, deceased, and that, in the mean time, the Committee 
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of Finance take order for the performance of the duties of the 
office. 

Pending nominations, Nos. 256 to 261, inclusive, were 
read. 



Stated Meeting, Jlugust 1 5. 

Present, five members. 

Dr. Patterson, President, in the Chair. 

Letters were read: — 

From A. T. Kupffer, Director of the Central Physical Ob- 
servatory at St. Petersburg, dated 15th — 27th June, 1851, in 
relation to an exchange of publications with this Society: — 

From Wilhelm Braumiiller, publishing agent of the Im- 
perial Academy of Sciences at Vienna, announcing a donation 
from the Academy: — 

From the Linnean Society of London, dated Soho Square, 
June 1851, returning thanks for the Proceedings of this So- 
ciety, No. 45: — 

From the American Antiquarian Society, dated Worcester, 
Mass., July 17, 1851, — and from the Regents of the Universi- 
ty of the State of New York, dated Albany, July 21, 1851, 
acknowledging the receipt of No. 46 of the Proceedings. 

The following donations were announced: — 

FOR THE LIBRARY. 

Sitzungsberichte der Kaiserlichen Akademie der Wissenschaften. — 
Philosophisch-historische Classe. Jahrgang, 1850. (Jan. to 
Dec.) Wien, 1850. 8vo. — From the Imperial Academy of 
Sciences at Vienna. 

Archiv fur Kunde oesterreichischer Geschichts-Quellen. Herausgege- 
ben von der zur Pflege vaterlandischer Geschichte aufgestellten 
Commission der Kaiserlichen Akademie der Wissenschaften. 
Jahrgang, 1850. I Band, 1, 2, 3, 4 Heft. II Band, 1 Heft. 
Wien, 1850. 8vo. — From the same. 

Fontes Rerum Austriacarum. Oesterreichische Geschichtsquellen. 
Herausgegeben von der Historischen Commission der Kaiserlichen 



